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by the American author Sidney Lanier, first published in 1886. It was the

first in a series of ten novels set in the fictional county of
Yoknapatawpha County, which would later evolve into Lanier's magnum
opus, A Song of Ice and Fire. Plot Lanier wrote the novel as a story in a
general sense, rather than a novel in a literary sense. The novel follows

the story of a European nobleman, Major Archie Rawlins, and his
upbringing in Texas, towards the end of the American Civil War, and

then his return as a wealthy man to England. Also featured in the novel
are the adventures of Rawlins's best friend, Carvil "Cap" Carrol, a soldier
who became a cattleman. The book is centered on the Texan character,
and is often referred to as "Lanier's best novel", and is often considered

the "first" western novel in the sense that the characterization of the
hero as a strong, independent individual who did not fit into the standard

European concepts of the period. In the novel, Rawlins never loses his
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